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| memes 
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To the Right Reverend Father 
in God Henry Lord Biſhop 
of London, one of His Maje- 
ity's Moſt Honourable Privy 


Counc1), 


My Lord, 


YyY OUR Lovdjhip having fiznified 
y'ur Ple:ſure that the Sermon 
which you heard, whenyou aid us 
the Hononr to be preent at the Opening 
off our Pariſh Chmch, ſhould be made 
publick; notwithRanaing my Averſeneſs 
to print any thing in Engliſh ; yet out of 
a juſt Sens both of that Obedtence which 
I owe to Yon 7s my Biſhop, and of that 
Kyndnefs which I have received from you 
& my Patron, I have now done it, and 
herewirh make bold to preſent it to Ton. 
What Effett a Diſcourſe of this Nature 
will have upon the Miaas of thoſe who 
ſball have ſo mach Patience as to read it, 
A -2 I know 
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-T know not. But muſt leave that to him 
who hath the Hearts of all Men in his 
Hand. My —_— I am ſure is good and 
neceſſary: And as for my plain ana pra- 
(ical way of handling it, it is that which 
my Text requireth, in that it commana- 
eth that in our Chriſtian Congregations, 
All things be done to Edifying. So 
that unleſs I had endeavoured to ſuit it 
zo the Capacities of all there preſent, and 
to make it as edifying as I could unto 
them, my Sermon had been a Contradi- 
(tion to my Text : And beſide: that, I 
had loft my Deſign tn preaching it:Which 
was, to convince thoſe eſpecially, whoſe 
Souls, under your Loraſhip, are commit- 
ted to my Care and Conduit, of the Ex- 
cellency and Uſefulneſs of the Com- 

'mon-Prayer, 474d /o to perſwade them to 
the conſtant and conſciencious uſe of it ; 
not only becauſe it 1s conformable to the 
Doitrine, Diſcipline, and Praftice of 
the Untverſa! Church, nor only becauſe 
#t is eſtabliſbed by the Laws both of our 
Church ayd State (though they alſo be 
very great Reaſons) but likewiſe wo 
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of that extraordinary' Benefit and Ad- 


vantage which they would receive from 
it, for the edifying of their Souls in 
what ſoever us neceſſary to their Eternal 
Salvation. 

I am very ſemſible, that much more 
might have been ſaid upon this excellent 
Subjeit, But intenaing 10 more than a 
plain Sermon ubon the occaſion, I was 
forced to omit many thisgs, and to cons 
fine my ſelf to ſuch only, which were moſt 
obvious, and ſeemed rhe moſt neceſſary 
for People ro know and praftice, in order 
to their being recoxciled unto, and edi- 
fied by our Publick Prayers. And if 
upon your perafal of that little which I 
have ſaid, you ſhall-find. any thing not 
agreeable to the Dottrine of our C hurct, 
1 bumbly ſubmit it to your Loraſhips 
Judgment and Cenſure , only aefiring 
that you would be as reaay to pardon, as 
I am to retratt it, 

My Lord, 

I have one Re ;ueſt more to make unto _ 
You, which is, that as Tou was the occa- 
ſon of my printing this Sermon, ſo you 
A 3 would 
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ivould be pleaſed to accept of it now it 18 
printed: And if, by the Bleſſing of Al- 
minhty God, it may contribute any thing 
79 theſe great Ends, which Ton continu= 
ally proſecute with ſo. great Wiſdom and 
Prudeace, with ſuch exAuplary Care and 
Diligence in the Management of that 
high Office which he hath called you to, 
even to the Glory of his great Name, the 
Good of his Charch, and the Salvation 
of the Souls of Men, it is all that @ 
aefired by 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt Humble 


aud moſt Obedient Servant 


William Beveriage. 


1 Cor. 14. 26. 


Let all things be acne to edifying, 


HEN Judas Machabeus had new 
built the Altar, and repaired 
the Temple at Fiernſalem, after 


it had been polluted and laid 
waſte for Three Years together ; the Church 
of God at that time and place rejoyced fo 
much at ir, that they kept the Dedication of 
it Eight days, and-ordered thar the ſame 
ſhould be obſerved every year; 1 Maccab, 
4.59. Ando we find it was in our Savi- 
our's time : For he himſelf was pleafed.to 
honour that Feſtival, though only of Fccle- 
fiaſtical Inſticution, wich his own Preſence; 
Joh. 10. 22. In the like manner, we of this 
Pariſh have Cauſe to be tranſported with Joy 
and Gladneſs, and to {pend this day in prat- 
ling and adoring rhe moſt high God, for that 
our Church, which hath lain waſte for above 
five times Three Years, is now at laſt re- 
built and firted again for his Worſhip and 
Service. For what the Alrar and Temple 
were unto the Jews then, the fame will our 
A 4 Church 
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Church be unto us now. Did they there 
offer up their Sacrifices unto God as Types 
of the Death of Chriſt? We ſhall here Com- 
memorate the ſaid Death of Chriſt, typified 
by thoſe Sacrifices. Did they come from all 
parts of Judea to Worſhip God there ? So 
ſhall we, I hope, come from all parts of this 
Pariſh to Worlhip God here. Was the 
Temple an Houle of Prayer to them ? $0 
is this Church to us. , Was that the place 
where God, according to his Promiſe, came 
unto his People to bleſs them ? I do not 
doubt but he will do the fame to us in this 
Place, if we come unto it, and carry our 
ſelves in it as we ought to do. [In ſhort, was 
the Temple the place where all things were 
performed that could any way conduce to 
the edifying of God's People, as things then 
ſtood ? The ſame may be laid of our Church, 
\ as things now ſtand. For whatſoever is, or 
can be Neceſſary to the edifying of our Souls 
+ here, and ſo to their Eternal Salvation here- 
after,. is clearly and fully comprehended m 
thoſe ſeveral Offices, which according to 
the LLaws'of the Land, are now to be per- 
formed: in this place. Neither is there any 
thing contained'in any of them, but what 


doth really conduce to theſe great Ends and 


Purpoſes. 
But this being a thing which is denied by 


ſome _ 
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ſome, and underſtood but by few amongſt 


us, I ſhall endeavour to explain and demon- 
ſtrate unto all, Which I chuſe to do at this 
time, becauſe *tis the moſt proper Subject I 
could think of for this Occaſion. For un- 
leſs what is to be now done in this place, 
will anſwer the ends wherefore it is erected, 
all the Coſts and Charges that have been laid 
out upon it ; will be to no purpoſe at all, 
But if ir can be fully made out, That the 


{ Service, which is here to be performed, doth * 


highly conduce to the Advancement of God's 
Glory and your Happinels, the great Ends 
wherefore ſuch places are ereQed, then you 
cannot bur acknowledge that whatſoever any 
of you have contributed towards it, is the 
beſt Mony that you ever ſpent ; - and that 
this day wherein the ſaid Service is begun ro 
be performed-in it, is one of the moſt joyful 
days that this Pariſh ever ſaw. 

This therefore, is that which I ſhall en- 
deavour to prove at this time: And for that 
end | have choſen theſe Words for the 
Ground and Foundation of all that [ ſhall fay 
upon this Subject, Let all things be done to 
Eaifying. For the right underſtanding where- 
of, we muſt know, that the Apoſtle having 
in this Chapter diſcourſed at-large. concern- 
ing the way and manner of holding Chriſtian 
Afemblies, and having proved,. that» what= 
AS$ {vever 
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ſoever is there {aid ought to be {poken in 
fuch a Language, that all there pretenc may 
underſtand, and fo be edified by it; he ar laſt 
ſums up the whole in this Propoſition, How is 
it then Brethren ? When ye come together every 
one of you hath a Pſalm, bath a Dotrin,hath a 
Tongue, hath a Revelation, hath an Interpreta- 
tion : Let all things be done unto Editying : Ag 
if he ſhould have ſaid, whatſoever Gifts any 
of you have, or pretend to, yer when you 
meet together upon a Religiouz Account, for 
the Publick Worſhip of God, take ſpecial 
care.that all things be chere done, to the Edi- 
fying of al} who are there preſent. From 
whence iris plain, chat the Apoſtle lays down 
this as a general Rule, neceſſary to be obler- 
ved in all Chriſtian Congregations. So that 
whenſoever we meet together to Worſhip 
and Serve God ; if any thing be there done 
which 15 noc for our Edi'caiion, we come 
ſhort of this Rule, and to we do roo, if any 
thing be there wantiug thar may conduce to 
thac end. For according to this Rule, as no- 
thing is to be there done but-what is for our 
Edifying, ſo allo on the other ſide, all things 
thar are, or can be tor our Edifying ought to 
be there done. 

Pur for our better underſtanding the true 
&nſeand purport of this-Rule, it is necefary 
to confider what the Apoſtle here means by 
edifymg ;, For which he muſt know, That all 
| ChriTians 


v4.4 , 
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Chriftians being, as the ſame Apoſtle faith,of 
the Houſhold of God, Built upon the Foundation 
of the Apoſtles and Prophet s,Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf being the chief Corner-Stoxe;, Eph. 2.1 9,20. 
Hence whatſoever tends to the ſtrengthening, 
{upporting, cementing, or raiſing this Fabrick 
higher, whatſoever it is whereby men are 
made more firm and folid Chriſtians, more 
holy and perfect men than they are before, 
by that they are {aid ro be edified. And there- 
fore, it is a great miſtake for men tothiuk as - 
many do, that they are edified by what they 
hear, meerly becauſe they know perhaps 
ſome little thing which before they were ig- 
norant of. For Xnowledge(as the Apoſtle faith) 
puffeth up, it is Charity that edificth ;, 2 Cor. 
» 8.1. And therefore, whatloever knowledg we 
attain to,we cannot be 1aid ro be edified by ir, 
any further than as it influences our Minds, - 
excites our Love, and inclines our Hearts to 
God and _ And that this is the true 
Notion of edifying, is plain from che Apoſtles 
own Words; where he faith, Let no corrupt 
communication come out of your mouths, bus 
that which 15 for the uſe of edifying,that it may 
miniſter Grace unto the bearers ;,, Eph; 4. 29, 
For from hence it is manifeſted, that that on- 
ly is properly ſaid to edifie, that miniſters ” 
proce unto us; Whereby we are made more 
' Pure and holy than we were before. - And 
therefore, we read of Zdifying our ſeives i 
| loury. - 
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tove,Eph. 4.16. and building np our ſelves in 
over moſt holy faith, Jade 20. which are the 
true graces that make up a real and true Chri- 
ſtian. . And nothing can be aid to edifie, but 
what tends to the exciting and increaſing of 
them: . Unrilwe come (as the Apoble faith) in 
rhe anity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of. God, unto a perfett man, unto the 
meaſure of the ſt ature of the fulneſs of Chriſt ; 
£ptr. 4.12313. Hence therefore, when the A: 
poſtle ſaith, Let all things be done to edifying, 
his meaning in brief is this, "That in alt our 
Chriſtian 'Aiſemblies, when we meet together 
:0 Worſinp and ſerve God, all things there 
are to-be ſo done, that we-may return home- 
wiſer,andbetrer than we came thicher ; with 
vor Knowledge of Gcd and C hriſt increaſed, 
_ our deſires enlarged, our Love inflamed, our 
Faith confirmed, all our Graces quickned,and 
!oour whole Souls made more humble, more 
holy, morelike ro God, than they were be- 
fore. | 

The Words being thus briefly explain-- 
ed, I ſhall now apply them to our preſent 
purpote, and thew that this Form of Religi- 
ous Worſhip, which is preſcribed by our 
Church;eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the Land, 
and therefore to be uſed now in this place, 
agrees exactly wich this Rule, or Canon of 
the holy Apoſtle, even that allshjngs in it are 
4re to edi/ying. | 
But: 
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But before we prove that that Form in 
particular, which our Church hath preſcri- 
bed,is agreeable to this Apoſtolical Rule,it is 
neceffary to prove firſt, That the preſcrib- 
ing a Form in general is ſo. For unleſs the 
preſcribing a Form in general, be according 
to this Rule, no Form in particular, .that is 
preſcribed, can poſſibly agree with ic. But 
now, that this Rule admits, yea, requires 
the preſcribing of ſome Form,is evident from 
the Rule it ſelf, For the Apoſtle here com- 
mands the Church of Cor:i»th, and 1o all Pro: 
vincial Churches, to take care that in their 
Religious Aſſemblies all things be done to edie 
fying. But how is it poſſible for any Provin- 
cial Church to ſee thar this be done, except 
ſhe preſcribes ſome certain Form for- the do- 
ing of it ? If every Miniſter of a Pariſh ſhould 
be lefr to his own liberty to do what he plea- 
ſed in his own Congregation, although ſome 
perhaps might be ſo wiſe and prudent as to 
obſerve this Rule, as well as they could, yet 
n—_—_— the Corruption of Human Na- 
ture, we have much cauſe to fear that others 
would not. Ar leaſt the Church could be no 
way ſecured. that all would ; and therefore 
muſt needs be obliged to conſider of, and ap» 
point ſome fuch Form to be uſed in all her 
Congregations, by which ſhe may be fully 
aſſured, that. this Apoſtolical Rule is every 
where obirved, as it ought tobe. And al- 

thbogh 
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though we ſhould ſuppoſe what can never be 
expected, that all the Clergy in every Pro- 
vince ſhould be as wile and as | good as 
they ought to be, yet it cannot be {uppoſed 
that every one of them ſhould underſtand 
what is for the Edification of the people as 
well as all rogerher. And therefore ir muſt 
needs be acknowledged, that the fureſt way 
to have this Rule oblerved, is, for the Go- 
vernours of every Church, and the whole 
Clergy, ro meet together by their Repre- 
ſenrarives, in a Synod or ( onvocation, and 
there, upon Mature Deliberation,agree upon 
fome ſuch Form, which they in cheir Pru- 
dence and Conſciences judge to be according 
to this Rule, which the Apoſtle here lays 
down before them. 

And beſides that, the preſcribing a Form 
in groerel is more for our Edifying, than 
to leave every one to do what ſeems good in 
his own Eyes. We have the concurrent 
Teſtimony, Experience, and Practice of the 
Univerſal Church. For we never read, or 
hear of any Church in the World from the A- 
poltles days to ours, but what took this courle. 
Though all have not uted the ſame, yer no 
Church but have uſed ſome Form or other. 
And therefore, for any Man to fay,that it is not 
lawful, or wot expedient, or not fo edifying, 
to: ule a Form of Prayer is the Publick W or- 
ſhip of God, is to contradict rhe general _—_ 
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of Chriſtianity, to condemn the Holy Catho- 
lick Church ; and to make himſelf wiſer than: 
all Chriltians thar ever were before him, 
Which, whatſoever it may be thought now, 
was always heretofore reckoned one of the 
greateſt Sins and Follies that a Man could'be 
guilry of, 

Nay,more than all this too : For this is not 
only to make a Man's ſelf wiſer than all Chri- 
ſtians, but wiſer than Chriſt himlelf : For ir is 
impoſſible to preſcribe any Form of Prayer 
in more Plain and expreſs Terms than he hath 
done it, where he faith ; hen ye Pray,ſay,Our 
Father which art in Heaven, &c. Luke 11.2. 
And I hope none here prelent but will ac- 
knowledg thac Chriſt, by whom alone we can 
be edified, knows better whar is, or what is 
not for our edification than we.or all che Men 
in the World can do. And therefore, ſeeing he 
harh not only preſcribed a Form of Prayer for 
his Dilciples to uſe, but hath expreſly com- 
manded them to ule it, we, who profels our 
ſelves to be his Diiciples, ought to reſt fully 
fatisfied in our Minds, that uſing of a Form of 
Prayer. is not only lawful, bur much more 
for our edifying, than it is poſſible for any 
ether way of Praying to be. 

The fame may be proved alfo fron the na- 
ture of che thing it ſelf, by-ſuch Arguments, 
which do- not only demonltrate that it is fo, 
due likewiſe ſhew how it cones to be 16: For, 

Firſt, 
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Firſt, in order to our being edified,ſo as to be 
made better and holier, whenſoever we meet 
together upon a Religious account,it is necel- 
ſary that the ſame good and holy things be al- 
ways inculcated and preſſed upon us after one 
and the ſame manner. For we cannot but all 
find by our own experience,how difficult it is 
to faſten any thing that is truly good, either 
upon our {elves or others,and that it is rarely, 
if ever effeted, without frequent repetitions 
of it. Whatſoever good things we hear only 
once, or now and then, though perhaps upon 

the hearing of. them, they may ſwim for a 
while in our Brains, yet they ſeldom ſink down 
into our Hearts, ſo.as to move and ſway the 
Aﬀections, as ir is neceſſary they ſhould do, 
in order to our beingedified by them. Where» 
as, by a Set Form of Publick Devotions right- 
ly Compoſed, as we are continually pur in 
mind of all things'neceſſary for us to know 
or dogſo that it always is done by. the ſame 
words and expreſſions, which by their con- 
ſtant vſe. will imprint the things themſelves 
{o firmly in- our minds, that ic will be noeaſie 
matter to obliterate or race them out ; bur do 
what we can, they will ſtill occur upon all oc- 
caſions ; which cannot bur be very much for 
our Chriſtian Edification. 

Moreover, that which conduceth to the 
uickning our Souls, and raifing up our, At- 
ections 11.0ur publick Devotions, muſt —_ 
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| beacknowledged to conduce much to our E- 
dification. But it is plain,that as to ſuch pur- 
poles a Ser Form of prayer is an extraordi- 
nary help to us ; for if I hear another Pray, 
and know not before-hand what he will ſay, I 
muſt firſt liſten to what he will ſay next ; then 
I am to conſider, whether what he faith be a- 
greeableto ſound DoCctrin, and whether it be 
proper and lawful for me to joyn with him in 
the Petitions he puts up toGod Almighty;and 
if I think it is ſo,then I am todo it, But before 
| can well do that, he is got toanother thing : 
By which means it is very difficulr,if not Mo 
rally impoſſible, to joyn with him in eveny 
thing ſo regularly as | ought to do. Bur by a. 
ſet Form of Prayer all this trouble is prevent- 
ed; for _ the Form continually in my 
mind, being thoroughly acquainted with ir, 
fully approving of every thing in it, I have 
nothing elſe to do whilſt the words are ſound- 
ing in mine Fars, but to move my Heart and 
AﬀecQtions ſuitable ro them, to raiſe up my 
deſires of thoſe good things which are pray- 
ed for, to fix my mind wholly upon God, 
whilſt | am praiſing of him,and Þ to employ, 
quicken,and lift up my whole Soul in perfor- 
ming my Devotions to him, No Man that 
hath been accuſtomed to a Set Form for any 
conſiderable rime, but may eaſily find.this to 
be true by his own experience : And by con- 
ſequence,that this way of Praying isa you 
ep 
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help to vs, than they can imagine that never 
made tryal of it. 


To this may be alſo added, that if we 


hear another praying a Prayer of his own 
private Compoſition or voluntary Effuſion, 
our Minds are wholly bound up and contined 
to his Words and Expreſſions, and to his 
Requeits and Petitions, be they what they 
will: to thar at the beſt we can but pray his 
Prayer. Whereas when we pray by a Form 
preſcribed by the Church, we pray the Pray- 
ers of the whole Church we live in, which 
are common to the Miniſter and People, to 
our ſelves,and to all the Members of the ſame 
Church : So that we have all the devout and 
pious Souls that are in iz.concurring and jo+n- 
ing with us in them : Wh'ch cannot ſurely but 
be more effectual for the Edifying not onl 
of our {elves in particular, but of the Church 
in general; than any private 'rayer can be. 
Laſtly, In order to our being edified by 
our publick Devotions, as it is neceſſary that 
we know. before-hand what we are to pray 
for,{o it is neceſſary that we afterwards know 
what we have prayed for, when we have 
done: For I ſuppoſe you will all grant, that 
all the good and benefit we can receive from 
our Prayers, is to be Ultimately reſolved in- 
to God's gracious Hearing, and anſwering of 


them : Without which, they will all come to* 


nothing. But there are two things required 
ro 
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to the obtaining an Anſwer of our Prayers : 
Firſt, that we ſincerely and earneſtly deſire 
good things at the Hands of God, to which, 
as I have ſhewn, a ſet Form of Prayer con- 
ducerh very much : And then Secondly, it 
is required al(o, that we truſt and depend up- 
on God for his granting of them,according to 
the Promiles which he hath made unto us in 
Jetus Chriſt our Lord, And verily believe 
that one great Reaſon why Men pray lo of- 
ten to no purpoſe,is, becauſe they do not take 
this courſe : But when they have done their 
Pra ers, they have done with them, and con- 
cern chemlelves no more about them, than as 
if they had never prayed at all. But how 
can we expect that God ſhould Anſwer our 
Praiers, when we our ſelves do not mind 
whether he Anſwers them or no? Nor be+ 
lieve and truſt upon him for it ? For certainl 
truſting on God, as it is one of the highe 
Acts of Religion that we can perform, {lo it is 
that which gives Life and Vigor, Vertue and 
efficacy to our. Prayers, without which we 
have no ground at all to expect they ſhould 
be Anſwered, For God having promiſed to 
Anſwer our Prayers, except we truſt on him 
for his performance of ſuch Promiſes, we 
loſe the benefit of them, and by conſequence 
our Prayers too. And therefore,as ever we 
defire that he ſhould grant us what we pray 
| tor, when we have direfted ow m—_ to 
im, 
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him, we muſt ſtill look up, Pfal., 5. 3. expe- 
Qing and hoping for the return of them, 
Now as this 1s a _ of greater conſe- 
quence, fo a ſet Form of Prayer is a greater 
help to us in it, than it is commonly thought 
to be, For if we hear another utter a Prayer 
ex tempore, Which he never ſaid, nor we 
heard before, nor ever ſhall do it again, it is 
much if he himſelf can. remember the tenth 
part of what he faid : How much leſs can 
we that heard him, do it? And if we.cannot 
poſhbly remember what we prayed for, 
how is it poſſible for us to expect it at the 
Hands of God ? or todepend upon him for 
it ? But nowit isSquice otherwiſe when we 
ule a Set:Form of Prayer. For by this means 
when we ave prayed, we can reco!l!eCt our 
ſelves, look over our Prayers again, either 
in a Book, or in our minds, where they are 
Imprinted ; we can conſider diſtinctly what 
we haveasked at the Hands of God, and {9 
act our Faith, and Confidence on him, for 
the granting every Petition we have put up 
unto him, according to the Promiſes which 
he hath made us to that purpoſe. And as 
this is the fureſt way whereby to obtain what 
we pray for, it muſt needs be the moſt Eai- 
fying way of Praying that we can poſiibly 
ule. * 


Theſe things being duly weighed, I ſhall 


now it take for granted, That the uling a. 


Form 


/ 


| 
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Form in general in the Publick Worſhip of 
God is agreeable ro this Apoſtolical Rule, 
Let ail things be done to Edifying ;, and fo 
ſhall proceed to ſhew thar that Form in parti- 
cular, which our Church hath appointed to 
be uſed upon ſuch Occaſions, is ſotoo. For 
which end ir is not neceſſary that I ſhould 
run _— every particular Word, Phraſe, 
or Expreſſion in the Common Prayer, much 
leſs that | ſhould vindicate and defend it from 
every little Exception, that Ignorance or 
Malice may make againſt ſomething in it. 
For nothing ever yer was, or can be ſaid, or 
Written, Bur lomething or other may be 
faid, or Written againſt ir, either well, or 
ill, Zut my buſineis muſt be to prove, That 
'the Form of Divine Service, contained in 
the Book of Crmmen Prayer, which is now 
uſed in the Church of England, conduceth 
ſo much tothe Edifying thole that uſe it, that 
it agrees exactly to the Rule which the A- 

le here preſcribes in that caſe. And this 
I ſhall demonſtrate from four Heads. 1. From 
the Language. 2. Fromthe Matter, or Sub- 
ſtance of 1t. 3. From the Method, And 
4. From the Manner of Performing it, For 
if it be. Edifying in all theſe Reſpects,- it muſt 
needs be acknowledged to be lo in the /whole. 
There being. nothing in it but what. may be 
reduced to ſome of theſe Heads, 


Firſt, 


Firſt, Therefore as to the Banguage, you 
all know that the whole Service 1s Perform. 
ed in Engliſh, the Vulgar and the Common 
Language of the Nation, which every one 
underitands, and ſo may be Earfira by it, 
And this, indeed, is the Ground and Foun- 
dation of all the benefit that we can poſſibly 
receive from our Fublick Prayers. And 
therefore in the Church of Rome,the Common 
People are made uncapable of being Eaified 
by the Prayers of the Church, in that the 
are all made in Latin, a Language which 
they do not underſtand, So that when they 
meet to worſhip God, there are ſeldom any 
in the Congregation that knows what is faid 
there. except the Prieſt chat reads it, and 
oftentimes not he neicher By which means 
they have no ſuch thing really among# them 
as Common-Prayer. Neither is it poſſible for 
the Common People to be ever edified by 
by whar is there ſaid, or done, except they 
could be once convinced by ir of the horrible 
abuſe which their Church puts upon them, in 
commanding al] her Publick Devotions to be 
performed in an unknown Tongue, directly 
contrary, not only to the Rule in my T ext, 
but co the Deſign of this whole Chapter 
But blefſed be God for it, it is not fo with 
us. For ours is truly Common Prayer, for 
itis Written, and Read in that Language 
which is common to all the Corgregations - 
| the 
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the Kingdom, and to every perſon in each 
Congregation, So that all the People of the 
Land, whatſoever Rank or Condition they 
are of, mg joyn together inthe uſe of every 
this that 15 in it, and ſo be joyntly Edified 
by: Eſpecially, conſidering cliat it is not 
only all in Engliſh, but in common and plain 
Engliſh, ſuch as we ute in our common Dif- 
courſe with one-another. 1 here. are no un- 
uſual or obſolete Words, no hard or uncouth 
Phraſes in ir, but every thing is expreſſed as 
clearly and plainly as Words can do it. So 
that che meaneſt perſon in the Congregation 
that underſtands bur his Mothers Tongue, 
may be Edified by it, as well as the greateſt 
Scholar, 

But that which is chiefly to be conſidered 
in the Language of the Common-Prayer,is that 
it is not only common, but proper too. Tho' 
the Words there uſed be all but commor 
Words, yet they are ſo uſed that they pro- 
perly expreſs the things.that are deſigned by 
them. 1 his, 1 confeſs, may ſeem to be no 
great matter at firſt a yer it is that with- 
out which we might be ſubverted, by that 
which was intended for our Edification. For 
impropriety of Speech in Matters in, Reli- 
gion, hath given ogcaſion .to all, or moſt of 

Schilms, Errors and Hereſies that ever 
infeſted, this, or any other Church ; as 
might eaſily be demonſtrated, Hence the 
Apoſtle 


—_— 
\ 


Apoſtle gave Timothy, A Form of ſound 
Words, and charged him to hold it faſt : 
Hold faſt ({githhe) the Form of ſound Words 
wich thou haft heard of me, 2 Wm, 1, 13. 
Av knowing, that axcept the Words,wiþre. 
by he uſually expreſſed Divine Truths, were 
ſound and proper, it would be impoſſible for 
his Notions and Opinions of the things them. 
ſelves tobe ſo. And certainly, if ever there 
was, A Form of ſound Words, compoſed by 
Men fince the Apoſtles times, our Common- 
Prayer may juſtly deſerve that Title : It be- 
ing all made up of ſuch fit and proper, ſuch 
ſound and wholeſom Words, that if we do 
but hold faſt to them, "there is no fear of our 
falling, either into Herefie, or Schiſm, For 
they, being duly confidered, will ſaggeſt to 
our Minds, right, and true apprehenſions of 
all the Articles of our Chriſtian Religion ; 
and ſo not only make us found, but build us 
up ſtrong and firm m our moſt Holy Faith ; 
So that :confidering the plainneſs and perſpi- 
euity, the ſoundneſs and propriety of Speech 
which is uſed in it, the leaſt that can be ſaid 
of the Common-Prayer, is, that all things in 
it are ſo worded, as is moſt for the edi ing 
of all thoſe that uſe it. EF, tom 2 

And as the words in the Cormon-Prayer 
are all as edifying as Words can be, ſo, in 
the Second place, Is the Mater expreſſed by 
thoſe Words, For there is nothing ini, wi 
what 
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what is neceſſary for our Edification, and ail 
things that are, or canbe for our Edification, 
are plainly in it. Firſt, I fay there is no- 
thing in our Liturgy but what is neceſſary for 
our Edification. There are no ſuch Fables 
in it, or Endleſs Genealogies, which (as the 
Apoltle faith ) Miniſter Queſtions , rather 
than Godly Edifying,which is in Faith; 1 Tim. 
I. 4+ Thereare none of thoſe vain Diſputa- 
tions and impertinent Controverſies, which 
have of late been raiſed in the Church, to its 

reat diſturbance, rather than its Edification. 

here are no new Opinions, no Airy Specu- 
lations in it, which ſerve only to tickle Mens 
Ears, and pleaſe their Fancies, and fo divert 
their Thoughts from what they are abour. 
Look it all over without prejudice and parti- 
elity, conſider ſeriouſly every thing thar is in 
it, and you will find nothing afierted, bur 
what is Conſonaut to God's Word, nothing 
Prayed for, but according to his Promile, 
nothing required as a Duty, but what is 
agreeable to his Commands, nothing faid cr 
done, but what is grave and ſober, folen n 


and ſubſtantial ; nothing but whar becomes 


the Worſhip of our Great and Almighty 
Creator. _ And therefore, nothing but what 
we may tome way or other be edified by. 
And as' there is nothing in it, but whati;3 
Edifying, ſo all things that are, or can be 
Edifyingare in it. Fornothing can be necel- 
| B lary 
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fary to Edifie and make us ſolid and perfect 
.Chriſtians elſe, but what is neceflary either 
to be believed, or done, or obtained by us, 
Bur there -is nothing neceflary to be kyown, 
or believed, but-we are taught it ; nothing ne- 
ceſſary to be doxe, but we are enjoyned in 
it ; nothing neceſſary to be. obtained, but we 
-pray for it in our Publick Form of Divine 
Service. 

For firſt, As to thoſe things which are ne- 
ceſlary to be known, or believed, it is acknow- 
ledged by all Proteſtants that they are fully 
contained in the Holy Scriptures, which make 
a great, if not the greateſt part of our Di- 
vine Service; and are conſtantly read over, 
the Pſalms once every Month, the old Teſta- 
ment once, and the New thrice every Year, 
And all the Fundamental Articles of our 
Chriſtian Faith, revealed in the Holy Scrip- 
tures,being briefly ſummed up in the Apoſtles 
Creed; that we may be ſure to keep them 
alwaysin our Minds, we have that Creed read 
and repeated, always once, and moſt com- 
monly twice every day in the Year. And 
- feeing the Godhead of our bleſſed Saviour, 
the Foundation of our whole Religion, hath 
been, and til] is denied by ſome, leſt we 
ſhould be led away with the Errour of the 
Wicked, every Sunday, and Holy-day we 
read the Nicene Creed, wherein the Godhead 
both of the Son and Holy Ghoſt is _ 
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and explained. And that we may rot enter- 
tain any Erroneous (pirions Concernig the 
moſt Holy Iriaity, or the incarnation of 
the «on of God, bur the true Catholick Faith 
whole,and undefiled, upon certain days every 
Year we read that which is commonly called 
the Creed of St. Athanaſius, wherein thoſe 
great M\ ſteriesare unfolded in the moſt pro- 
per and perſpicuous terms that they are 
capable of. lynx: 

And as all things neceſſary tobe believed 
are ſummarily-concained in the Three Creeds, 
ſo they are frequevrly explained in the other 
parts of our Liturgy ; In ſo mouch, that it 
would be eafie to ſrame a compleat Body of 
Div:nicy out of the Words there uied: Ar 
leaſt of ail ſuch things as are needful for any 
Man in the World to believe or know, in 
order to his Erernal Salvation. 

The ſame may be taid allo of all thoſe 
things, which we ought todo. For, as we 
here do whatſoever is neceſſary to be done in 
order to our Worſhip of God in this place, 
ſo we are here taught whatſoever is neceſſary 
to belearnt inorder to our ſerving God in all 
other places. So that no Man that frequents 
our Publick Congregations, where the Com- 
mon- Prayer is uled, canever plead Ignorance 
of any one Duty whatſoever : For if it be 
not his own fault, he may there be inſtructed 
in every thing which he that made him re- 
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- ng of him, For here, as I obſerved be- 

ore, we conſtantly read the Holy Scripture, 
which, as the Apoſtle faith, 1s profitable for 
Dottrine, for Reproof, for Correttion, for In- 
ſtruttion, in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of 
God may be perfett, throughly inflrutted unto 
ell good Works, 2 Tim. 3.16,17. And ſeeing 
it hath pleaſed the moſt high God to Com- 
priſe his whole Will,and by conſequence our 
Duty, in the Ten Commandments, hence we 
read them conſtantly every Sunday and }Holy- 
day throughout the whole Year. By which 
means every one, that doth not willfully ſhut 
his Eyes, may clearly ſee,and fully underſtand 
his whole Duty both to God and Man, E- 
ſpecially conſidering, that in Prayers them- 
ſelves alſo there is frequent mention made of 
all thoſe Vices which ought to be avoided, 
and of all thofe Good Works which ought to 
be: performed by us. So that we can never 
come to Church, but we are ſtill put in mind, 
both of whar we ought, and what. we ought 
#0t to do, that we may be laved. 

And then, as there is nothing neceſlary to 
be known, or done, but we are taught it-; fo 
neither is there any thing neceſſary to be 0b- 
tained to make us either holy, or happy, but 
we pray for it in the Common-Prayer. For 
here we have the Lord's Prayer, a Prayer 
compoſed by Wiſdom it ſelf ; and therefore 
it muſt needs be the moſt perfect and Divine 
; Prayer 
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Prayer that ever was made. Neither do we 
uſe it only once, but in every diſtin Ser- 
vice of the Church, in our Prayers, before 
we read the Holy Scripture: And in our 
Prayers after : Towards the end of the Li- 
tany, and in the beginning of .che Commu- 
nion Service,and inevery Office ofthe Church 
beſides. And the Reaſon 1s, becauſe although 
our Saviour hath not forbidden 1s to uſe any 
other Prayer, yet he hath expreſly comman- 
ded us to ſay this, whenloever we pray. 
And therefore, in obefienceto his Command, 
our Church hath wiſely ordered, that in all, 


' andevery Solemn addreſs that we make to 


the moſt high God, we always ſay this Pray- 
er, leſt otherwiſe, by our tran{grefſion of his 
Command, in omitting this, we make all our 
other Prayers to be ineffectual. And be- 


/lides, by the conſtant uſe of this amongſt our 


other Prayers, weare always {ureto ule one 
wy pagan abſolutely perfect in its ſelf, and 
moſt acceptable unto him,to whom we pray ; 
it being a Prayer of hisown Compolure : So 
that we ſpeak unto God in his own Words, 
ind ſo-may be confident that we ask nothing 
—- _ bur exactly according to his own 

ill, 

And though all things neceſſary for us, be 
vertually contained in the Lord's Prayer, yet 
our Church in Conformity ro the Catholick 
and Apoſtolical, hath thought good.to add 

B' 3 ſome 
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lome other Prayers in which the ſame things 
are more particularly expreſſed and deſired 
at the hands of our great and moſt Pountt- 
iul Benefactor, All which are ſo contrived, 
that there is nothing evil, or hurtful for us, 


but we pray againſt it ; nothing good ,. 


or uſeful, but we pray for it. There 1s no 
Vice, or Luſt, but we deſire it may be ſub- 
dued under us; no Grace of Vertue, but we 
pray it may be planted and grow in us. In- 
ſomuch, that if we do bur conſtantly and 
fincerely pray over all thoſe Prayers, and 
ltedfaltly believe and truſt in God for his an- 
{wering of them,and ſo obtain what we there 
pray for, we cannot but be as real and true 
Saints, as happy and bleſſed Creatures, as it 


is peſſtble for us to bein this World. Net- 


ter do we here pray forour ſelves only, but 


according to the Apoſtles Advice, we make 


Swpplications, Prayers, Interceſſions,. and gl- 
ving of thanks for all Men ; - yea, for our very 
Enemies, as our Saviour hath commanded us, 
Matt. 5. 44. And what can be deſired more 
taan all this, to make the Matter of the Com- 
mon-Prayer Edifying either'te-our ſelves, or. 
others? Nothing certainly, but truth and. 
ſincerity of Heart in the ufing of it. 


I cannot paſs from this Head, before 1 have 


obſerved one thing more unto you, concern- 
ing the Prayers-in general, and that is, that 
they are notcarried on in one continued Dil. 

courle, 
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courſe, bur divided into many ſhort Prayers, 
or Collects, ſuch as that is which our Lord 
himſelf Compoſed ; and that might be one 
Reaſon; wherefore our Church 1o ordered 
it, that ſo ſhe might follow our Lord s Ex- 
ample in it, who beſt knew what kind of _ 
Prayers were fitteſt for us to uſe. And in- 
deed, we cannot but all find, by our own 
experience, how difficulc it is to keep our 
Minds long intent upon any thing,much more 
upoa ſo great things as the Object and Sub- 
jects of our Prayers are, but do what we 
can we are ſtill liable to diſtractions : So that 
there is a kind of neceſſity to break off ſome- 
times, to give our {elves a breathing time, 
that our Thoughts being looſned for a while, 
they may with more eafe and lels danger of 
diſtraction, be tied up again, as it is nece(- 
fary they ſhould be all the while that we are 
actually Praying to the ſupream Being of the 
World. 

Beſides that, in order to the Performing 
our Devotions arighc tothe moſt High God, 
it is neceſſary that our Souls be poſſef-d all: 
along with due apprehenfions of his preatneſs 
and glory. To which purpole our frourr 
Prayers contribute very much ; For every 
one of them beginning with ſome of the ro 
perties or Perfections of God, and {© (ng- 
peſting to our Minds right apprehentions of 

im at firſt, jt is eaſie to preſerve them in our 
, B 4 Minds 
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Minds during the ſpace of a ſhort Prayer, 
which in a long one would be apt to fatter 
and vaniſh away. 

But that which I look upon as one of the 
principal Reaſons, why. our publick Devo- 
tions are, and ſhould be divided into ſhort 
Collects, is this, Our Blefſed Saviour, we 
kaow, hath often told us, That whatſoever 
we asK in his Name, we ſhall receive : And 
{o hath directed us inall our Prayers to make 
uſe of his Name, and to ask nothing but 
upon the account-of his Merit and Mediation 
for us: vpon which, all our hopes and expe=- 
£tations fromGod- do wholly and ſolely de- 


peiid, Hence therefore, (as it always was, 


to) it cannot but be judged necefſary, that 
the Name of Chriſt be frequently inferted in 
our Prayers,thar to we may lift upour hearts 
unto him, and Act our | Faith upon him for 


our obtaining the good rhings we pray for. | 


And fo we ſee it is in the Common-Prayer, for 
wharſoever-it is we Ask of God, we pre- 
ſently add, Through Yeſus Chrift our Lord, 
or {omething to that purpoſe. And fo ask 
nothing but according to our Lord's Directi- 
on, even in his Name. And this is the reafon 
that makes our Prayers ſo ſhorr; for take 
away the Concluſion of. every Collect or 
Prayer, In the Name of Chriſt and you may 
joyn them all together, and - make them but 
as one Continued' Prayer. But this vouy 
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be to offer manifeſt violence to the Prayers, 
by taking away that- which gives them all 
their Force and Energy, and fo making them 
ineffetual to the purpoſes for which they are 
uſed. For certainly the aski-g ail chings in 
the Name of Chriſt, az we do in the Com- 
mon Prayer, 1s the only way whereby to ob. 
tain what we deſire, and by conſequance,the 
moſt Eaifying Way of Praying in the World. 
The next thing ro be Conſidered in the 
Common-Prayer, 1s the Method, which is | 
admirable, and as Edifying, if poſſible, as ' 
the Mfatrer it ſelf. This none can deny that 
doth but fully underſtand, and ſeriouſly con- 
ſider of it, Which therefore, that you may * 
all do, I ſhall briefly run through the whole, 
and give you what light 1 can into it, thar 
you may clearly ſee, not only the Reatona- 
bleneſs, but the Excellency of ir al] along. : 
For which-purpoſe;[ ſhall inſtance ny in ſuch + 
things which offer them{elves ar firſt ſight, 
to any one.that doth but caſthis Eye non it. 
Let us therefore {uppole a Congregation 
of ſober, and devout Chriſtiqns ( {ch as 
we all ſhou'd be) mer togerhes to perform 
their Publick LVevotions to Almighty gd ; 
every one of which hath lifr up his Hearr 
privately unto him already. imploring his + 
Aid and Aſſiſtance in the rerfofrmance of ſo 
great a Work,- and fo are now alreadv 
tet about' in, The firſt thing we do, 1- 
B5 
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read ſome Sentences of . Holy Scripture, that? 
fo we may begin our Devotions unto God in. 
his own Words. And they are all ſuch Serren- 
cez as put us in. mind of our fins againſt him, 
and of his. Promiſe to pardon them if wedo 
repent : That ſo we may preſent and carry, 
our ſelves with that Reverence and Gecdly 
Fear before him, as becometh thole who are. 
ſeuſible of their own vileneſs and unwortni= 
nels ro approach ſo great a Majeſty ; And 
likewiſe, with that Faith and humble Confi- 
dence, which. becometh thoſe who. believe, 
thar he, upon our Repentance, will pardon 
our fins, and accept both our Perſons, and 
Performances , according . to. the Promiſes 
which he hath made unto us. 

1 hen follows a grave Exhortation,concer- 
ning the End of our preſent Aſſembling, 
which is of great uſe, and ought never to be 
omitted, For Men generally are apt to ruſh 
into che Preſence of God, without ever con- 
ſidering what they go about, W hereas, this 
Exbortation puts -us upon conlidering the 
greatneſs of the Work which we are now 
ingaged in, and ſo upan _— our 
T houghrs, and preparing our {elves for the. 
due performance of it, 

Our minds being thus brought into a right 
frame and temper for it, we all, both Mint- 
ſter and People, proſtrate our {elves before 
the moſt High God,CGrfe/is upon our _ 

me 
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the manifold fins and wickedneſs that 'we- 
have committed againſt him. Which 'Jo7-- 
feſſion is 1o contrived, that all, and every 
Perſon in any Congregation whacſoever,may 
joyn init. For it runs in general terms. And 
yer ſo too, that every - particular Perſon 
may, and ought in his own Mind co confeſs, 
and acknowledge his own fins. which he 
knows himſelf to be guilty of As where 
we lay,We have left undone troſe 11:ngs which 
we ought to have done, and we 1ave done thoſe 
things mhich we ought not to have done... At 
the iving of this, every one ſhould call his 
own fins to remembrance, what Duties he 
knows himlelf to have omitted, and what 
Vices he knows himſelf to have commitced, 
and confeſs them accordingly to God. And 
when we have thus confeſled our fins unto 
God, we preſently implore his Mercy in the 
pardon cf them, and his Grace, that for the 
furure we may foriake them. « 

And whilſt we are chus upon'our Knees, 
humbling confeſſing and bewailing our -fins - 
before the Lord our God, the Miniſter ſtands 
up, and in the Name of God, declares. aud 
pronounceth to all thole who truly repent, 
and unfeiguedly believe his Goſpel; The .1v- 
folntion md Remiſſion of. all their ſins. Whack 
though {poken allo in general terms, yer 2- 
very particular Perſon. there pretent, ought 
t9-apply it to himlelt, {0 as robe-fully; |- r- 
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fwaded in his own mind, that if he doth but 
fincerely repent, and believe the Golpel, he 
is, perfealy abfolved from all his fins by God 
himſelf, according to the Promiſes which he 
hath made to- Mankind in. Jeſus Chrit our 
Lord.: 

And.now looking-upon ourſelves as abſol-- 
ved from-our fins, upon our Repentance and 
Faith in Chriſt, and by conſequence, as re- 
conciled. to God, we- take the. boldneſs ro 
ca!llhim-Father, humbly addrefling our ſelves 
to him in that Divine Form of Prayer which 
he himſelf. hath given us. Which done, we 
lift, up our Hearts and Voices untoGod, for 
his aſſiſtance of us in what we-do, in the 
words of David, the- Miniſter crying out, 
O Lord open thou our Lips, and the: People 
anfwering, Ard owr Mouths ſhall ſhew forth 
thy Praife.. The Miniſter again, O God make 
ſpeed to ſave us, the People, O Lord make 
haſte to help us. And then immediately we 
all lift' vup\our [Bodies too, ftand upon our 
Feet, and ſo- put our felyes into a poſture of 
Prailing and Magnifying the Eternal God, 
Father; -Son, and Holy Ghoſt, for his infinite 
Goodneſs and Mercy towards us; for which 
pprpoſe che Miniſter firſt ſaich or ſings the 
Gloria Patri, Glory be to the Father, and to - 
the Song aud to the Holy Gho#t ; and the Peo- 
ple to fhew their conſent, Anſwer, 4s it was 
74 the Be2mnning, #s now, and ever flhail oe, . 
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World without end, Amen. But not thinking 
this to be enough, the Miniſter calls upon the 
People again, laying, Praiſe ye the Lord, 
and the People again, The Lord's Name be 
praiſed; and then we go on to praiſe him to- 
gether, ſaying, or fihging the Ninety Fifth 
Pſalm, YVexite exultemus Domino,O come let us 
ſrug unto the Lord, let us heartily rejoice in the 
ſtrength of our Salvation, &c. And fo pro- 
ceed to the Plaims appointed for the day. 
After every one of which, to teſtifie our Be- 
lief in the moſt Sacred Trinity, and'our ac- 
knowledgment of that infinite Love and 
Goodneſs, which every one of thoſe Divine 
Perſons hath manifeſted rous, we repeat that. 
incomparable Hymn, Glory be to the Fa- 

ther, GC; | 
Our Hearts being thus raiſed upto God in 
Praifing and Admiring of him, we are now 
in a fit temper and diſpoſition to hear what 
he ſhall ſpeak unto us. And therefore, have 
a Chapter read out of the Old Teſtament ; 
and that inits ordinary courſe, except upon 
Sundays and Holy-days, when more People 
attending the Publick Worſhip of God,than 
can conveniently come upon other days, we 
read ſome ſelect Chapter proper for the day, 
and ſuch as is judged moſt edifying toall that 
are-there preſent. And having thus heard 
IN 8s in his Holy Word, we 
preſently fall vpon Praifing of him again, = 
jo) 
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ſo unſpeakable a mercy, ſaying, or ſinging” 
in the Morning, the Te Dem, one of the 

moiſtHeavenly andSeraphickHymns that was 

ever Compoſed by Men : Or elle, the Song 

of the.Three Children, which is nothing but a 

Paraphraſe upon that which David ſang ſo 

often upon Earth,and which the Holy Angels 

ſing continually in Heaven, even Hallelujah, 

Praiſe ye the Lord. Wherein we being all 

ſenſible how far ſhort we our ſelves come of 
Praifing God ſufficiently, we call upon all the 

Creatures in the World to do it, Bleſs ye the 

Lord, praiſe him and magnifie him for ever, 

In the Afrernoon, we ing either the Magni- 

ficat, or elie the Ninety Eighth-P/alm, both 
which being taken out of God's own Word, 
cannot but be very pleaſing and acceptable 
unto him. 

After this, our Souls being got- upon the 
a. again, and ſoaring aloft if the Con- 
templation of the Divine | erfeCtions, we 
are now rightly qualified,to hear and receive 
the Sublime Mylleries of the Goſpeh. And 
therefore have a Chapter read to us out of the. 
New Teſtament, After which we being re- 
vived with the good Tidings of the Golpel, 
and filled with admiration ac the infinite Good- 
neis of "od therein revealed to us, we break 
forth again into Praiſing and Adoriny of him, 
ia the >ong of Zacharias, or elle the Hun- 
dredth Pjaln in the Mozping 3 and at Even- 
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mg, either the Sixty Seventh” P/alm, or elſe 
the Song of Old Simeon, till concluding with 
Gloria Patri. 

Now having thus heard ſome part of the 
Word of God read to-us, and expreſſed our 
thankfulneſs unto him for it, to ſignifie-our. 
Afent, not only to what we have heard, but 
to the whole Scripture,we all with one Heart 
and Voice repeat the Apoſtles Creed, wherein 
the Sum and Subltance of /it is contained. 
And fo profeſs ourſelves to continue in the 
Number. of Chriſt s Diſciples, and that as 
we were at firlt Baptized, 1o we ſtil] believe. 
in the Na.ne of the Father, Son,. and Holy. 
Ghoſt, God Bleſſed for evermore. 

Hitherto we have been moſtly taken up. 
with Confeſſing our fins to God, imploring. 
his Mercy in the Pardon of them, hearing his 
moſt Holy Word, acknowledging his Good- 
neſs to us, and praiſing and magnifying his 
Name foric, By which means, except we 
have been extreamly wanting to our felves, 
our Hearts cannot but be {o united and fixed 
upon God, that we are now rightly difpoſed 
to make known our Wants, and preſent our 
Petitions before him. "This therefore is the 
next thing we ſet upon : Burt ſeeing thar nei-. 
ther Miniſter nor people can poſſibly do it a- 
right: without the Aſſiftance .of God himlelf, 
therefore each of them firſt pray for his {pe- 
cial-Preſence with the other. - The one ſay- 
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ing, The Lord be with you, the other, And 
with thy Spirit. And then immediately fal- 
ling down upon our” Knees, we Adore and 
Supplicate each Perſon of the moſt Blefſed 
Trinity to have mercy upon us, Lord have 
mercy upon us, Chriſt have mercy upon us, Lord 
have mercy #s. Aﬀter which we Addreſs our 
ſelves to God in the Words that he hath put 
into our Mouths, ſaying the Lord's Prayer ; 
which ended, the Miniſter and People, by 
turns, lift up their Hearts to -God in ſome 
ſhort and Heavenly Ejaculations, ſtriving as 
it were to outvy each other in prevailing with 
the Almighty to pour down his Bleſſings up- 
on us. And then, inan humble, and folemn 
manner, wejoyn together in ſupplicating his 
Divine Majeſty for his Grace and Favour, his 
Defence and: Protection, his Mercy and Blef- 
ſing, for our ſelves, for the King, for the 
Royal Family, for his Church, and for all 
- Mankind. And thus we do ordinarily in the 
Collets appointed for that purpoſe: But 
upon Wedneſdays, and Fridays, (upon which 
days the Primitive Church uſed to perform 
more than their ordinary Devotions ) as allo 
upon the Lord's Day in the Morning we'do it 


in the Litany, and in ſuch a Litary as com- 


prehends all, and every thing that we can 
ever need to deſire of Almighty God, either” 
for our ſelves or others. 
Afﬀeer this, upon Sundays and-Holy-days; 
We 


- 


w r= wm a QA OD O68 © i, © D-& 


os ©, ay 


ms Wks ## Hd = = ©@ ©, ©, wy» & 


— 


of the Common-Prayer. 35 


we proceed to the Communion Service : And 
therefore,. approaching to the Lord's Table, 
we begin it with his own Prayer, Andafter 
another fhort Prayer to God to cleanſe the 
Thoughts of our Heart, by the Inſpiration 
# of his Holy Spirit, we read the Ten Com- 
mandments, which he hath enjoyned us to 
obſerve ; and after every Commandment we 
ask God Mercy for our Tranſgreſſons there- 
of, for the time paſt, and Grace to keep the 
ſame for the time to come; ſaying, Lord 
have mercy upon ts, and incline our Hearts to 
k:ep this Law. And then, aftera Prayer for 
the King, and the Colle for the day, we 
read the Epiſtle and Geoſpe!, that is, moſt 
commonly, a ſhort Paragraph taken out of 
the Canonical Epiſtles, and another out of 
one of the Holy Goſpels, which was the 
Ancient way of Reading the Scripture, be- 
fore it was divided into Chapters, And we 
doit now to prepare us the better for the 
Communion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
therein revealed to us. But ſeeing we nei- 
ther do, nor can read over the wltole, we 
repeat the ſubſtance of it in the Nicene Creed, 
which it is very neceſſary we ſhould do at 
this time, that ſo we may demonſtrate our 
ſelves tro be Chriſtians, and fo capable of 
receiving the moſt holy Communion. | 
He that all this while hath employed him- 

lelf as he ought ro do in the Service 'of our 

Church, 
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Church, cannot but find himſelf ſtrangely 
edified by it. Yet howſoever, that nothing 
' may be wanting that may any way conduce- 
to our Edification, afrer the Nicene Creed, 
our Church hath appoiated 2 Sermon to be 
Preached, which if. ſound, plain, and pra- 
Qtical, as it ought tobe, caunot but be very 
Edifying too, 

And now we may be well ſuppoſed to be 
ſo far Edified,as to be raiſed up tothe higheſt 
pitch of Devotion that we can arrive at in 
this World, and fo are fitto be admitted to 
the higheſt Ordinance of the Church, the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. And there- . 
fore we now betake our elves to it. But 
that we may not appear before our Lord 
Empty, we firſt offer up ſomething to him of 
what he hath beitowed .upon us, to be dif- 
poſed of to Pious and Charitable uſes ; teſti- 
fying thereby our acknowledgment of his 
Goodneſs to us, and that we have nothing 
but what we receive from kim. And to ex- 
cite and encourage us to do this, all the 
while that we are offering, we have ſome 
ſelect Sentences of Scripture Read to us, 
wherein God either Commands us to be Cha- 
ritable, or elſe promiſeth a Bleſſing to thoſe 
that are ſo. And then we Pray fo Chriſt's 


whole Church Militant here on Earth, where- 
—— profeſs our ſelves to be real Members 
of it, and deſirous tohold Communion with 

it 
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it in Chriſt's Myſtical Body and Blood. And 
ſo we proceed to the Celebration of- it; in 
which the Afethod is ſo clear, fo apparently 
m_—_ that I need not ſay any thing of it. 
But ſhall only oblerve two things in General 
concerning it. 

Firſt, that the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, being the higheſt Myſtery in all our 
Religion, as Repreſenting the Death of the 
Son of Godto us, hence, that place where 
this Sacrament is Adminiſtred, was —_ 
made. and reputed the higheſt place in- the 
Church. And.therefore alſo, it was wont to 
be ſeparated from the reſt of the Church by 
a Skreen of Net-work, in Latine Cancel, 
and that ſo generally, that from thence the 
Place it ſelf is called the Chancel, That this 
was Anciently obſerved in the Building of all 
conſiderable Churches (for I ſpeak nor of pri- 
vate Oratories or Chappels) within few Cen- 
turies afrer the Apoſtles themſelves, even in. 
the days of Conſtantine the Great, as well as- 
in all Ages ſince, I could eafily Demonſtrate 
from the Records of thoſe times. But ha- 
ving purpoſely waved Antiquity hitherto, [ 
am loath totrouble you with it now. Bur I 
mention it at preſent, only becauſe ſome 
perhaps may wonder why. this ſhould be 
obſerved in our Church, rather than in. all 
the other Churches which have been lately 
built.in this City, Whereas, they _ 

rather. 
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rather wonder why it was not obſerved in all 
other as well asthis. For beſides; our Ob- 
ligations to conform as much as may be to 
the Practice of the Univerſal Church, and 
to avoid Novelty and Singularity in all things 
relating to the Worſhip of God; it cannot 
be eaſily imagin'd that the Catholick Church 
in all Ages, and Places for 13 or 1400 years 
together, ſhould obſerve ſuch a Cuſtom as 
this, except there were great Reaſons for 
it, 

What they were, it is not neceſſary for us 
to enquire now. It may be ſufficient to ob- 
lerve at preſent, that the Chancel in our 
Chriſtian Churches, was always looked upon 
as anſwering to the Holy of Holies in the 
Temple, which, you know, was ſeparated 
from the Sanftuary or Body of the Temple, 
by the Command of God himſelf. And that 
this place being appropriated to the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord s Supper, it ought to be 
{o contrived, as may be moſt convenient for 
thoſe who are to partake of that Bleſſed Or- 
dinance. Bur it muſt needs be more conve- 
nient for thoie who are to enjoy Communion 
with Chriſt, and in him with one another, 
in this holy Sacrament, to meet yy: 
as one Body, inone place ſeparated for that: 
purpoſe, then to be diſperſed, as otherwiſe 
they would be; ſome in one and ſome in 
another part of the Church, Or in ſhort; it 

is 
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is much better for the Place to be ſeparate, 
than the People. 

Furthermore, It is not only convenient, but 
in ſome ſenſe neceſſary, for every Commu- 
nicant to obſerve and take ſpecial notice of 
the ſeveral Circumſtances which our Lord 
hath ordained to be uſed in this Sacrament, as 
the Breaking of the Bread, and the Conſe- 
crating both that and the W ine, to repreſent 
his Death, the breaking of his Body, and 
the ſhedding of his Blood for our Sins ; that 
10 our Hearts may be the more affected with 
it, and by Conſequence our Souls more edi- 
fied by it. But this cannot be ſo well done, 
except there be a Place ſer apart for it, where 
they may all be placed, about or near to the 
Communion-T able, and 1o behold. whar is 
there done at the Confecration of the Ele- 
ments. Hence allo it is, that the Seats there, 
are and ought to be ſo ordered, that all that 
are .in them may ftill look that way, and 
contemplate upon their Bleſſed Saviour,there 
evidently ſet forth as Crucified for them. - 

The other thing that I would obſerve unto 
you concerning the Holy Communion, is 
this, that our Church requireth, or at leaſt 
ſuppoſerh ic ro be Adminiſtred every Lords- 
day, and every Holy-day throughout the 
Year, as it was in the Primitive Church. 
For that is the Reaſon that the Communion 
Service is appointed to be uſed upon all ſuch 

Days, 
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Days, and to be :read at the Communion- 
Table, that ſo the Miniſter may be there 
ready to Adminiſter it unto all that defire to 
partake of it. Which ſhews the great Care 
that our Church hath of all her Members, 
that they might be edified and confirmed in 
the Faith. To which nothing contributes 
more than frequent Communion at our 
Lord's Table, Which if People could once 
be perſwaded to, they would ſoon find great- 
er Eenefic by it, than I can exprels, or they 
themſelves, till then, imagine. I ſhall ſay 
no more of it at preſent, but only this, That 
Iam fo ſenſible of what I now ſay.that could 
I be ture to have a ſufficient Number of Com- 
-municants, I ſhould be heartily glad to Ad- 
miniſter the holy Sacrament every Lord's 
Day , both for their ſakes, and my own 
to0 


Thus I have given you a ſhort Scheme of 
that excellent Method wherein our Divine 
Service is performed : Which whoſoever 
rightly conſiders, will need no other Argu- 
_ment to convince him, that it is according 
to the Apoſtles Rule, very Edifying indeed. 
The laſt thing to be conſidered 1n it, is the 
Manner of its Performance ; by which 1 
mean only the ſeveral Poſtures of the Body, 
as ſtanding and kneeling, which are uſed in 
it ; for they alſo are done to Edifying. 

While we ſay or ſing the Hymns and 

Pſalms 
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Pſalms to the Praife and Glory of God, we 
and up, not only to ſignifie, but to excite 
the Elevation of our Mindsat that time. For 
as0n the One Hand, if our Souls be really 
life up in the Praiſes of God, our Bodies 
will naturally lift up themſelves, to accom- 
pany them as far as they can towards Hea- 
ven; fo on the other Hand, the raiſing up of 
our Bodies helps towards the raiſing up of 
Souls too, by putting us in Mind of that high 
and heavenly Work we are now about ; 
wherein according to our weak Capacities, 
we Joyn wich the Quire of Heaven in prai- 
ſing God now, as we hope to do it for ever- 
more. For this Cauſe alſo we ſtand at the 
Creeds, for they being Confeſſions of our 
Faith in God, as ſuch, they come under the 
proper Notions of Hymns or Songs of Praiſe 
to him. All our praiſing God being really 
nothing elſe but our — acknow- 
ledging him to be what he is in himſelf and to 
us. And beſides rhat, by our ſtanding at 
the Creeds and Goſpels, we fſignifie our af- 
{ent unto them, and our readineſs to defend 
them, tothe utmoſt of our Power againſt all 
Oppoſition whatſoever. Andas for the Gof- 
pels particularly, they contain the very Acts 
which our Lord did,andrhe very words which 
:he ſpake when he was upon the Earth; and 
therefore we who profeſs him to be our Lord 
and Maſter, cannot ſurely but ſtand UP, 

whea 
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when we hear him ſpeaking, and liſten di- 
ligently to thoſe gracious Words which pro- 
ceeded out of his Divine Mouth, 

And as when we praile God, we raiſe up 
our {elves as high as we can towards Heaven, 
{o when we Pray unto him, we fall down as 
low as we can towards the Earth, not daring 
_ to preſent our Supplications to the abſolute 

Monarch of the whole World, 4 other 

ways than upon our Knees. Which is fo 
proper, {o natural a Poſture for Supplicants, 
thac if all Men would but duly conſider 
what they do when they pray to Almighty 
God, the Church need never have comman- 
ded them to kneel at that time, For the 
conld not chuſe but do it: Noe, not althoug 
the Place where they are ſhould ſeen never 
ſo inconvenient for it, For we find our ble(- 
ſed Saviour himſelf kneeling at his Prayer in 
the Garden, upon the bare Ground, Luke 
22. 41. and St. Paul upon the Sex-ſhore, 
where he could have no other Cuſhion but 
Stones or Sand ; Ats 21.5. Howſoever, 
to take off all thoſe little Excuſes tharMen are 
apt to make for themſelves in this Caſe, the 
Seats in this Church are ſo diſpoſed, and all 
things ſo prepar'd in them, that there can be 
no Inconvenience at all in it, but rather all 
the Conveniences for Kneeling that can be 
deſired, And therefore if any of you ſhall 
yet negle to kneel, while the Prayers «1 
rea 
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read, they wi!! give us too much cauſe to call 
our Religion into Queſtion;or co ſuſpect wh 
have none at all. For if they had,they dur 
not, they could not offer ſuch a manifeſt 
Afﬀeront to the great Creator of the World, 
to carry themſelves no otherwiſe while 
they pray to him, thanas if chey were con- 
verſing with their fellow Creatures. But 
why do [ ſpeak of their Praying unto God ? 
It is too much to be feared they .do not pray 
at all. nor come to Church for any better 
Purpoſe than only to {ee and be ſeen. 1 am 
ſure they perform no Act of Exrernal Wor- 
ſhip of Adoration unto God. nor fhew him 
thar Reipect and Reverence which is de 
unto him ; and fo give very great Offence to 
all pious and devour Chriſtians, 

Whereas if all and every Perſon in the 
Congregation, would always be upon their 
Knees, while they pur up their Petitions to 
the moſt high God, what a mighty Advan- 
tage would this be, nor only to every one 


- inparticular, but to the whole Congregation 


in general ? For as every one would by this 
means keep his Heart more ſtedfaſt in therrue 
Fear and Dread of God, and likewiſe more 
certainly obtain the good things he prays for, 
as the Fathers frequently aſſert : ſothe whole 
Congregation alſo, would be very much edi- 
fied by it. For by this means we ſhould ex- 
cite and inflame each others Deyotions, con- 

C firm 
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-firm and ſtrengthen one anothers Faith, and 
convince both our ſelves and all rhat fee us, 
that Religion is indeed a ſerious thing ; and 
that we believe it to be ſo, by our ſerving 
Ged with ſo much Reverence and Godly 
. Fear, as this humble Poſture repreſenterh. 
And ,therefore as you tender the Love of 
God, the Credit of Religian, ,or the Salva- 
tion of your own Souls, I befeech you all in 
the Name of him that made you, that when- 
ſoever you come hither to pray unto him, 
you do it in that awful, lowly, and ſolemn 
manner, which our Church commandeth, and 
as becometh Creatures, when you ſpeak to 
your Great and Almighty Creator ; that ſo 
you may give true Worſhip and Honour un- 
to him, and alſo receive that Benefic and E- 
dification to your ſelves, which he hath pro- 
miſed, and you expect from your publick 
Prayers. T his being,certainly the moft edi- 
fying Poſture that you can, poſſibly uſe upon 
ſuch Occaſions. 
From what hath been hitherto diſcourſed 


concerning the Language, the Matter, the | 
Method, and the Manner of Performing Di- , 


vine Service, as contained and preſcribed in 
the Book of Common-Prayer, we may poli- 
tively conclude, that it agrees exaCtly with 


the Rule in my Text, even that, AU things * 


in it are done to Edifying : Which was 
thing I undertook to prove, I know that 


many | 
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many other Arguments might be brought co 
ſhkw the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of the 
Common-Prayer. Burt theſe already pro- 
duced are ſufficient to convince any Sober ' 
and conſidering Chriſtian of it, And if 
there-be any here preſent who ar2 not yet 
convinced by what they have heard of it, [ 
deſire only one thing of them, and thar is, 
That they would bur make * rial of ir for ' 
a while. For my Charity pr-mprs me to 
believe, that all the Zeal rhat ſome expreſs 
apaint the Common-Prayer, aud a!l that 
Indifferency that is in others for ir; proceeds 
only from their !gnorance of whar- 1t is, or 
at leaſt from their want of an experimencal 
Knowledge of it. For lerany Manthui [ef 
ouſly 1ninds the Worſhip of © od ard the 
Salvacion of his Foul. before all caings elſe, 
let ſich a one, 1 fay, ſer himſelf in good- 
earneſt © J'» che Common-Prayer as. he 
ought ro «©, 'or Tome conſiderable rims, and 
F do not doubc bur that by the tieffing of 
Cod, he will fi:d that Henefic ant E4i5ch- 
tion by it, that his own Experience ſhal! co1- 
vince him of all hai 1 have now faid, mure 
than all the Arguments that ; hive, or any 
Man in the World cair- ever proſuce to him, 
Some perhaps may ihiik this to be a Para» 
dox : but I do not queſtion but that mary-” 
here preſent can atreſt iz upon their own" 
Knowledge: Having found themlves more- 
C2 confirmed 


. 
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confirmed in their Faith, more ſetled in their 
Religion, more humbled for their Sins, more 
{ſupported under their Troubles, more er- 
flamed with Love to God and Defires of 
Heaven , every way more Edifyed by 
the conſtant uſe of the Common-Prayer, 
than they could ever have believed it pot- 
ſible to have been, except they had found it 
to have been ſo by their own Experience. 
Now thele things being thus briefly con- 
ſidered, I ſhall oblerve only two things from 
chem, The firſt is the extraordinary Pru- 
dence as wellas Piety of our firſt Reformers, 
who firſt compiled the Book of Common- 
Prayer,{o exactly Conformable to the Wars. 
oi God and that Apoitolical Canon in my 
Text : which I cannot but aſcribe to the 
ſame extraordinary. aid and affiſtance from 
God, whereby they were afterward inabled 
to ſuffer Perſecution, yea Martyrdom it (elf 
for his Sake, and ſo to confirm what th 
have done with their own Blood, Which 
certainly is no ſmall Commendation of it. 
Theother thing I would obſerve unto you, 
is the reaſon why the Devil hath had ſuch a 
ipight againſt the Common-Prayer, ever ſince 
rt was firſt made. For the more edifying it 
is to Gods People, the more deſtructive it 
muſt needs be of the Devils Kingdom. And 
therefore itis no wonder that he hath all along 
employed the utmoſt of his Power and Policy 
to 


"IV Uy ewrs Of OW oO w* 


wW—_ wn wy 0 fo, 


of the Common-Prayer.. 47 
toblaſt its Repuraiion, and fo to diſcourage 
and diſſwade Men from the uſe of ic And by' 
the Permiſſion of God for the Puniſhment of- 
this ungrateful Nation, he hath ſo ſar pre- 
vailed in his Deſign, thar the Liturgy hath 
been twice caſt out of the Church fince ic 
was firſt broughr into it, once inthe Reigrt 
of Queen ary, and then again in the Days | 
of - King Charles the Firſt. 

In the Reign of Queen Mary, you alt 
know, who were his Inſtruments in the da- 
ing of it, even the Papiſts. For they clearly - 
and truly forelaw, that their Erroneous O-. - 
pinions could never be believed, nor Super- ' 
ſtitious : ractices odſerved it.che Nation, fo 
long as the Common-Prayer was uled * For- 
aſmuch as there is nothing in that bur what * 
is ſound and-agreeable to. the Noctrine of 
the Golpel, and tocontrary to the groundleis 
Opinions which the Church of Ryme would 
obtrude upon the World for Articles of Faich; 
And beſides char, there are matiy Expreſſions * 
purpoſely wſerted in it ro arm us agaialt the 
Pope s Supremacy, . !ndulp-nces, jnvocati- 
on of Saints, Tranfubſtantiacion,” and other 
Poprtſh Errors; fo that 1c would !rave beer 
impollili« for the Romith Religicn to be ever 
reftored m the Nation. unlets rhe Comme 
Prayer was firlt removed, '* Which ther - 
fore they took Care to have” done as foo-*:.: 
pullible, But within a few Years atcer, ©. 
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the firſt of Queen Elizabeth, it was. brought 
in again. Andas the Reformation was 4 
gun before, ſo from that time forward it was 
carried on and-perfected chiedy by the meang 
af Common-Prayer. For it. is very obſer- 
vable that in the Reign of King Edward the- 
Sixch, and for ſeveral Years too of Queen 
Elizabeth, there was little. or no Preaching 
in. moſt Parts of the Kingdom, and few then- 
could read Engliſh, and yet by the conſtant 
and general uſe of the Liturgy, and Gods- 
Blefſing, upon it, the whole Nation was fo 
2dified in the True Religion, that there was 
{carce one in an hundred but forſook and ab- 
horred all PapiſtfDoctrines and Superſtitions: 
Which is an undeniable Argument , that in 
this ReſpeQ allo it is as edifying, as it is poſ- 
Gle for a thing of that Nature to be. In fo. 
much that ſo long-as the Common-Prayer is 
uſed and frequented as it ought to be, it is 
morally impoſitble- for -Popery to get any. 
Ground amongſt us; But-if this Bulwa 
was once removed (which God forbid) our- 
grand Adverſary would ſoon accompliſh his 
malicious Dehgns upon. us, one way or- 
other, wy 
This he knows wel enough; and there- 
fore hath lefr no Stone unturned to effect it. 
But-what he hathrdone before by the Papitts, 
he afrerwaxds brought abour again by other 
meens inthe Reign of King Charles the Firkt.: 
Fer: 
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For by what kind 'of Spirit"the-Common. 
Prayer was then caft out you all know, and 
ſome of you found by woful Experience. All 
that I ſhall fay of it, is only this, that the 
ſame Spirit that then ſtirred up People fo 
violently againſt the Common- Prayer, ftir'd. 
them up at the ſame time to rebel againſt their 
King, to take away Men's Eſtates and Lives 
contrary to all Law and. Juſtice; and at laſt 
to murther one of the moſt pious Princes 
that ever lived. And whether that was the- 
Spirit of Chriſt or Antichrift, God or the 
Devil, judge you. Be ſure the Conſequents 
of its being laid aſide at that Time were very. 
fad.” For People being deprived of that 
whereby they ſhould have been edified, were- 
immediately toſſed to and fro with every 
Wind of Dodtrine,. until at length many of 
them fell into the moſt pernicious and dam- 
nable Rereſtes that _ = _ of. in 
the Church. Yea together with the Lit 
they laid aſide all Diſtinaion betwixt ferek 
and common things; by which means the - 
whole Nation was in danger of being over- 
{pread with Profaneneſs and Irreligion. 

But bleſſed be the Name of the-moſt high 
God for it, he was once more pleaſed to ap- 
pear for us, and in a miraculous manner to re- 
Kore our Common-Prayer to his Church, to- 

ther with our. Gracious Soveraign to his 
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Lord far {o __ a Bleſſing as this is ? All 
that he expects, or we can give him for it, is 
only to make the beſt uſe of it that we can 
This therefore is that which I now pray and 
beſeech.you all for the furure todo. Donot 
think it enough to be for the Common- 
Prayer, and to come now and then to hear 
it, This you may. do, as many do, and 
yet receive no more Benefit by it ; than as if 
there were none-at all re.be received. Which 
thereforecan by no means be imputed to the 
Common Prayer, its ſelf, but to the Negli- 
gence of thoſe that.uſe it. Neither muſt you 
think it enough: ta.talk high for it, or to rail 
at thoſe who are not ſo happy as to be rightly 
informed about ir. But rather take all Op- 
portunities to inform them, and by all means 
poſſible to convince them of the Excellency 
aud Uſefulneſs of it. . Which you-can never 
do fo effectually,. as by your out-ftripping 
and exceeding. them in Vertue and Good 
Works,. For this is and ever will be a plain 
Demonſtration that the. Common-Prayer is 
indeed far more edifying, than thoſe New 
Modes of Religion, which they are ſo un- 
happily ſeduced intro; - Fhat therefore you 
may do this, .and ſo both experience in your 
{elves and demonſtrate unto others theTruth 
and Certainty of. whar you have now heard, 
concerning, the Comman-Prayer,, [ deſire you 


tooblerve theſe few-Rules in. the uſing of is. 
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Firſt, Come not to our Publick Prayers 
only out of Crſtom or for Fafhion ſake, as 
the manner of ſome is, but out of a ſincere 
Obedience to Gods: Commands, and with a 
{ure Truſt and Confidence in his Promiſes for 
his Bleſſing upon what you do. For which 
end it will be very good as you goto Church, 
to bethiak your ſelves whither youare going, 
and what you are to do there, that ſo laying a- 
ſide all otherBuſineſs, you may put your ſelves 
into a right Temper for ſo great a Work. 

Secondly, Frequent our Publick Prayers 
as often as you can, The oftner you are at 
them, the better you will like them, and the 
more edified you will be by them. And there- 
fore 65 not tatis5e vour !eives with hearing 
them once aWeek. [n thisCiry,as alfo in many 
other places of the Kingdom, etpecially where 
there are Cathedrals,or Collegiate Churches, 
you may enjoy the benefit of them publickly 
every Day, and {o Keep your Hearts conti- 
nually in an holy and heavenly Frame, and 
always live as becometh Chriſtians: And if 
you neglect ſuch Opportunities as are now 
put into your Hands, you will one Day wiſh 
you had not ; but then Wiſhing wilt do no 


Thirdly, If poſſible, come always at the 
beginning of Divine Service. Otherwiſe 
you will certainly mifs of ſomething that 
would have been edifying to you, and per- 
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haps of that, which at thar time might have 
done you more good than all the reſt. Neither 
will you loſe the Benefit only of part of ir, 
but in ſome Meaſure of the whole too: AIV 
the parts of it being linked together in ſo 
excellent a manner and Method, that they” 
influence and affiſt each other. So that no+ 
thing can be omitted eicher by Miniſter or - 
People, bur the whole will fuffer by it, and” 
lofe ſomething of that Vertue and Efficacy, 
which-otherwiſe you would find init. 

Fourrhly, All the while that youare inGods 
Houle, carry your felf as in his ſpecial Pre-- 
ſence, and fuitably to the Work you are: 
about ; ſtanding while you praiſe God, and' 
kneeling when -you pray unto him, as our 
Church hath directed you. For though 
theſe may ſeem bur lirtle things in themſelves, 
yet they are of great Conſequence, both to; 
our Worſhipping of God arigh,. and ro our 
being edifed by what we do, as I have 
ſhewed before. 

Laſtly, Take fpecial care all along to keep: 
your Minds intent upon the Matter in hand, 
When you: confeſs your Sins to God, do. it 
withan hearty and ſincere Repentance for alt 
the Errors of your Life paſt, When the 
Abfolution is pronounced, receive it with a 
firm and ſtedfaſt Faith in Chriſt our Savtous. 
Whew you repeat or ſing the Hymns and 
Pfatns, raiſe up your Spirits as high as you 
can 
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can to joyn with thoſe above in praiſing and 1- 
fying the Eternal God. When the Word of 
is read, hearken diligently unto it, and conſider 
ſeriouſly what he that made you ſaith to you, and 
requireth of you, and reſolve by kis Bleffing to 
believe and live accordingly. And all the white 
that you are upon your Knees, putting up your 
Petitions to the moſt high God, let your whole 
Souls be employed init, carneſtly defiring the good 
things you pray for at his Gracious Hands, and 
humbly confiding on his faithful Promiſes for the 
ting of them. 'By this means you will pet- 
rip reaſonable Service unto God, and by conſe- 
quence that which will be very acceptable unto 
him, and as profitable and edifying to your ſelyes, 
Whereas they that do not obſerve this Rule, can- 


not be properly ſaid to pray, or ſerve *God at all, 


And re.it is no "Wonder that they come to 
Church, and hear the Commoni-Prayer read, and yet 
are no way cdified by it. Indeed it is impoſſible 
that they ſhould. For as much as all the Benefit and 
Edification that we cin poſſibly receive from any of 
our Devotions,depends very much upon the due Tn- 
tention of our Minds in the Performance of them. 
To which, as I have ſhewn, both a Form of Prayer 
- general, and ours in particular, is a very great 
clp- 

Do mw but obſerve theſe plain and neceſſary 
Rules in uſing of the Common-Prayer ( without 
which you .cannot be truly ſaid to uſe, but rather 
to abuſe'it ) and you will ſoon find what I have 
ſaid about it-to be true, even that All things in it 
are done to Ediſying, And therefore I would to God 
that nor only you that hear me at this time, but all 
the Pecple of the Nation, could be once perſwaded 
to do fo. What an holy Nation, what a peculiar 
People ſhould we .then become ? How pious to- 
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wards God ? . How loyal to our Soveraign? How 

uſt aod Charitible to one another ? Eor by our 
conſtant Worſhipping Almighty God iff fo ſolemn 
and devout a maaner as this is, our Hearts would 
"beover-awed with fo great a Fear of his Divitic 
Majeſty, that we ſhould never dare willingly to 
offend him. Our Mind would be filled and it- 
pregnated with ſuch a Senſe of his Powty add 
Soveraigity, that we ſhould honour and reyeretice 
it. in thoſe alſo whom he hath ſet over us. Our 
whole Souls would be raiſcd up Fo much above the 
World, that we ſhould not da.an ill AR to 
it wholly to our ſelves. In ſhort, we ſhould be 
every oy edified more and more in Faith, in Love, 
'in Humility, in Self-denial, in Temperance, in 


Patience, in all true Grace and Yertue : And Jo we 
"ſhould go from Strength to Strength, from one 
degree of Grace unto another, until at length we * 
arrive at Glory .and Perfe@ion in the higheſt Hea- 


vers, where we ſhall ſpetid Eternity it (&f in prai- 
ſing and adoring the moſt high God ; as for all the 
other Mercics | which he hath vouchſafed to us, fo 
' in a, particular Manger for our being Members of 
Juch ths + 50mg hurch, wherein all things are 
done to 6 ifying. | 


Which God of his infinite Me we ma 
all do in and ogy our Lord nd Sr fi 
Chriſt, to whom with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, 
be all Honour and Glory, World without: End, 
Amen. | 


